
 

 

 
  

 
ATTACHMENT C – ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT WORKSHEET 



 

        
 

       
 

         
 

   
           

      
 

  
       

 

    

         
 

   
         
           

 

 
              
       

    
  

     

        
          

      
 
 

 

 

NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Assessment & Fish and Wildlife 

Coordination Act (FWCA) Consultation Worksheet 
  rev. 
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As a result, EFH assessments, including this worksheet, must be provided to us by the 

federal agency, not by permit applicants or consultants. 

Use of the Worksheet 
     Abbreviated EFH Consultations     

 
   

         
           

 

 
              
       

    
 Expanded EFH Consultation  

     

 adverse effect        
          

      
 
 

 

 



 
            

   
          
         

 
    

 
   

   

       
 

 

 
         

 
  

  
          
       
  

    
            

 
 

        
  
         
               

 
     
  

         
 

  

 
  

             

 

 
            

   
          
         

 
    

 
   

   

Instructions 
      Abbreviated EFH Consultations  

 
 

 
         

 
  

  
          
       
  

    
            

 
 

        
  
         
               

 
     
  

         
 

  

 should focus on impacts that reduce the quality and/or quantity of the 
habitat or result in conversion to a different habitat type   

             

 



        
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

       
 

  
 

 
 

         
      

    
      

 
  

   
 

   
 

 

      
          

   
     

 
  

 
     

       
 

 

 
     

 
       

 
   

    

 

        
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

       
 

  
 

 
 

         
      

    
      

 
  

   
 Impacts to Marine Fisheries Habitat from Non-fishing Activities in the 

Northeastern United States,    
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The EFH consultation and our 
response clock does not begin until we have sufficient information upon which to consult  

 
     

 
       

 
   

    

 



 
 

  
   
  
  

      

 

      
         

 

 
  
  

 

    
   

 
 

 
  

  
    

    
  

  

 

 
 

  
   
  
  

      

 

      
         

 

HESD Contacts* 

New England - ME, NH, MA, RI, CT 
 

  
  

 

Mid-Atlantic - NY, NJ, PA, MD, VA 
    

   
 

 
 

  
  

    

Ecosystem Management (Wind/Aquaculture) 
    

  
  

*Please check for the most current staffing list on our contact us page prior to submitting your 
assessment. 

 



 
   

 

   

  

        

        

        
  

   

 

  

  

   

 

      

   

          

 

                    
                       

     

 

              
              

                
                 

              
           

 
 

                 
                 

 
 

  
 

 

□ □ 

 
   

 General Project Information 

  01/03/2024 

 N/A 

 Honga River Federal Navigation Channel Maintenance Dredging 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District 
  

 ✔  

 

  

Chris Johnson 

(410) 962-2926 christopher.a.johnson@usace.army.mil 

 

2 Hopkins Plaza, Baltimore, MD 21201 

2. Project Description 
 38.349028  -76.229149 

  Honga River (HUC #021304. Watershed Name - Choptank River) 

 

To restore the Honga River Federal Navigation Channel to its authorized depth and improve navigation between the Honga River and 
the Chesapeake Bay, and to obtain fill material to help with the recovery and restoration of Barren Island as part of the greater 
Mid-Chesapeake Bay Island Restoration Project. 

 

Hydraulically dredge approximately 325,000 cubic yards of material consisting of mud, sand, silt, and 
shell and combinations thereof from the Honga River Channel to its authorized dimensions. The 
proposed dredging footprint is approximately 4.65 miles long, 60 to 140 feet wide, and seven feet 
deep MLLW. A pipeline will transport the dredged material to a placement site on the southwest side 
of Barren Island. This EFH assessment only covers the proposed maintenance dredging and pipeline 
corridors. A separate EFH assessment was completed for the placement site. 

 
 

No dredging will be conducted between 15 Apr - 15 Oct to minimize impacts to submerged aquatic vegetation 
surrounding the channel and within the pipeline corridors, and to minimize impacts to wildlife on Barren Island. 

 
 

  
 

 



3. Site Description 

 
 

 ✔ 

✔ 

  

   

  ✔   

   

       

      

0.74 acres/32,167 sq ft 

0.74 acres/32,167 sq ft 

✔  

    

0.50 ft MLLW 9.0-15.8 42-81 

  
 

 
 

4. Habitat Types 
  

     
       

     
     

Habitat 
 

Habitat Type  
impact  

  

emporary  Restored to 
  pre-existing 

  conditions  

3,054lf/32,167 sq 
ft/2,137,800 cubic feet N/A 3,054lf/32,167 sq 

ft/2,137,800cubic feet Estuarine No 

24,580lf/2,458,000sq 
ft/8,775,000 cubic feet N/A 

24,580lf/2,458,000sqft/ 
8,775,000 cubic feet Estuarine 

Select one Select one 

Select one Select one 

Select one Select one 

Select One 

Select One 

Submerged aquatic vegetati 

Select One 

No Substrate (silt/mud) 
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□ □ 

I I 
I 

I 

□ □ 

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV)  

 ✔  

      
   

  

Widgeon grass (Ruppia maritima), horned pondweed (Zannichellia palustris), and eelgrass (Zostera 
marina) (VIMS, 2021). The proposed location(s) of the hydraulic pipeline(s) will not temporarily or 
permanently impact SAV as dredging will occur in the winter months when SAV is dormant. 

 
   

  
 

 

      
  

 Yes 100 
 No 

 
 

No 

 
 

No 

 No 

 No 

  
 

 
 

 
  

Material within the Honga River Channel is highly variable and consists mostly of mud/silts and silty 
sands. There are limited stretches of the channel containing silty sands with less than 20% fines, but 
these stretches are adjacent to stretches of channel containing silts. 

 

 ✔  

 



5. EFH and HAPC esignations 

 
        

          
    

             
            

  
       

 

Species  
EFH is designated/mapped for:    

   
 

 
 

EFH: 
eggs 

EFH: 
larvae 

EFH: 
juvenile 

EFH: 
adults/ 
spawning 
adults 

summer flounder ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Black sea bass ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

✔ ✔ 

 
        

          
    

             
            

  
       

 

 
   
   

 
 

 

       

       

     

       

      

      

     

      

    

    

    

 

□ □ □ □ 
□ □ □ □ 
□ □ □ 
□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

EFH Mapper o

scup EFH Mapper o 

red hake ✔ ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

clearnose skate ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

windowpane flounder ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

bluefish ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

Atlantic butterfish ✔ ✔ EFH Mapper o 

Select One Select One 

Select One Select One 

Select One Select One 

 



  

 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

LJ LJ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ 

6. Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs) 

HAPCs are subsets of EFH that are important for long-term productivity of federally managed species. 
HAPCs merit special consideration based their ecological function (current or historic), sensitivity to human-
induced degradation, stresses from development, and/or rarity of the habitat.While many HAPC designations 
have geographic boundaries, there are also habitat specific HAPC designations for certain species, see note 
below. Use the EFH mapper to identify HAPCs within your project area. Select all that apply.  

✔ Summer flounder: SAV  Alvin & Atlantis Canyons 

Sandbar shark Baltimore Canyon 

Sand Tiger Shark (Delaware Bay) Bear Seamount 

Sand Tiger Shark (Plymouth-Duxbury-
Kingston Bay) 

Heezen Canyon 

Inshore 20m Juvenile Cod  Hudson Canyon 

Great South Channel Juvenile Cod Hydrographer Canyon 

Northern Edge Juvenile Cod Jeffreys & Stellwagen 

Lydonia Canyon Lydonia, Gilbert & Oceanographer 
Canyons 

Norfolk Canyon (Mid-Atlantic) Norfolk Canyon (New England) 

Oceanographer Canyon Retriever Seamount 

Veatch Canyon (Mid-Atlantic) Toms, Middle Toms & Hendrickson 
Canyons 

Veatch Canyon (New England) Washington Canyon 

Cashes Ledge Wilmington Canyon 
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7. Activity Details 

Select all 
that apply 

Project Type/Category 

 

✔ 
  

 
Oysters 

  

  

✔ Maintenance Dredging 
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□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ I 

8. Effects Evaluation 

Select all 
 

Potential Stressors Caused 
by the Activity 

  

  
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

Select all that 
apply and if 
temporary  

or permanent 

Habitat alterations caused 
by the activity 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

(pipeline) 

   
 

  
 

Details - project impacts and mitigation 

   
 

       
        
         

   
   

The maintenance dredging site is vegetated by native submerged aquatic vegetation. Dredging at 
this site is expected to disrupt existing SAV habitat. It is assumed if regularly scheduled 
maintenance were to occur on a consistent basis, SAV habitat would not populate the channel. 
Non-mobile benthic organisms attached to or burrowed in the channel bottom, such as worms, 
polychaetes, anemones, snails and other invertebrates will be adversely impacted due to dredging. 
However, data collected from other routine dredging projects demonstrates that some 
re-colonization usually occurs within the first year following dredging. 
Finfish will be disturbed temporarily by the activity associated with the hydraulic dredge and the 
resulting turbidity in the immediate vicinity of the dredge operation. However, the turbidity caused 
by the removal of the dredged material is not expected to have any significant adverse effect on 
biological organisms in the local vicinity. Although SAV will be impacted, which is important for 
summer flounder, fish surveys of the area show that summer flounder are uncommon in this area 
(as shown in the Barren Island sEA ). Pipeline could be laid on the bay bottom; however, the 
dredging will be conducted during the winter, so no SAV impacts are expected from the pipeline. 

 



                   
                

                
               

      

  

 
 

 

               
      

  

 
  

  
  

    
    

 

 
 

                  
        

   

              
 

 
 

                
             

 
 

             

 
 

               
               

 

□ □ 

l!!I 

What specific measures will be used to avoid and minimize impacts, including project design, turbidity 
controls, acoustic controls, and time of year restrictions? If impacts cannot be avoided or minimized, why not? 

Time of year restrictions will be set in place to only work during the winter months (Oct 15-Apr 15). 
On the deposition end of dredging the channel, USACE will be following practices outlined in the 
issued WQC for the placement site (Barren Island). Full containment on the placement end with a 
controlled spillway(s) that allows USACE to shutoff the egress of water if water quality degrades 
below the levels in the WQC. 

Is compensatory mitigation proposed? Yes  ✔ 

 
 

 

Compensatory mitigation is not required due to the channel being a federal navigation channel that 
should and can be routinely maintained. 

  

 
  

  
  

    
    

 

 
 

Yes, as waters continue to warm in the Bay and its surrounding channels, it could make it more 
difficult for aquatic species to populate or thrive. 
   

Yes, maintenance dredging is expected to continue indefinitely as long as congressional funding is 
alloted. 

 
 

The effects of the proposed action could be amplified indirectly by climate change. If the region 
receives heavier, more frequent rain events, localized sediment runoff could cause increased loads 
 

 

No, the effects of the action should not be amplified by climate change. 

 
 

Yes, full containment on the placement end with a controlled spillway(s) that allows USACE to 
shutoff the egress of water if water quality degrades below the levels in the WQC. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

□ 

□ 

□ 

 Federal Agency Determination 

Federal Action Agency’s EFH determination (select one) 

There is no adverse effect7 on EFH or EFH is not designated at the project site. 

EFH Consultation is not required. This is a FWCA only request. 

✔ 

The adverse effect7 on EFH is not substantial. This means that the adverse effects are no 
more than minimal, temporary, or can be alleviated with minor project modifications or 
conservation recommendations. 

This is a request for an abbreviated EFH consultation. 

The adverse effect7 on EFH is substantial. 

This is a request for an expanded EFH consultation. We will provide more detailed 
information, including an alternatives analysis and NEPA document , if applicable. 

 
 
 

 

  

Under the FWCA, federal agencies are required to consult with us if actions that the authorize, fund, or 
undertake will result in modifications to a natural stream or body of water.  Federal agencies are required to 
consider the effects these modifications may have on fish and wildlife resources, as well as provide for the 
improvement of those resources. Under this authority, we consider the effects of actions on NOAA-trust 
resources, such as anadromous fish, shellfish, crustaceans, or their habitats, that are not managed under a 
federal fisheries management plan. Some examples of other NOAA-trust resources are listed below. Some 
of these species, including diadromous fishes, serve as prey for a number of federally-managed species and 
are therefore considered a component of EFH pursuant to the MSA. We will be considering the effects of 
your project on these species and their habitats as part of the EFH/FWCA consultation process and may 
make recommendations to avoid, minimize or offset and adverse effects concurrently with our EFH 
conservation recommendations. 

Please contact our Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, Protected Resources Division regarding 
potential impacts to marine mammals or species listed under the Endangered Species Act and the 
appropriate consultation procedures. 

 



  

               
           

               
           

          
         

       
  

 

I!! 

r 

I!! 

F   

Species known to 
occur at site (list 
others that may 
apply) 

Describe habitat impact type (i.e., physical, chemical, or biological disruption of 
spawning and/or egg development habitat, juvenile nursery and/or adult feeding 
or migration habitat). Please note, impacts to federally listed species of fish, sea 
turtles, and marine mammals must be coordinated with the GARFO Protected 
Resources Division. 

alewife 

American eel 

American shad 

Atlantic menhaden 

blue crab Surveys were completed in the summer and fall of 2020, as well as winter and 
spring 2021 within the proximal waters around Barren Island. Surveys used 

blue mussel 

blueback herring 

Eastern oyster 

horseshoe crab 

quahog 

soft-shell clams 

striped bass Surveys were completed in the summer and fall of 2020, as well as winter and 
spring 2021 within the proximal waters around Barren Island. Surveys used 

other species: Green Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas), Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Caretta caretta), 
Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle 

other species: Atlantic Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyriynchus oxyriynchus), Shortnose Sturgeon 
(Acipenser brevirostrum) 

other species: 

 



  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

  

Resources by State 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




